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1. INTRODUCTION

Regional cooperation for the transnational ecosystem sustainable development
(RECONNECT) project aims to develop strategies for sustainable management of Marine
Protected Areas (MPAs) and Natura 2000 sites. The study areas are characterised by
similar habitats in different countries, which are threatened by common pressures.
Creating a transnational cooperative network to confront under a common approach the
environmental threats of ecosystems with a high natural and cultural interest, is the
overall goal of this project. The establishment of common practices and a joint regional

strategy are the main challenges of RECONNECT.

The overall objective of the project is to promote efficient management of natural
systems which will enhance the competence of local management authorities through
the development of a multidisciplinary Decision Support System (DSS). The new
transnational holistic approach which will be developed, will change the current
protection strategies in the Balkan-Mediterranean area promoting more efficient and
accurate management practices. The main outputs of the RECONNECT project will
provide information concerning habitat attributes, as well as the essential biodiversity,
socio-economic and cultural variables, which will be freely available as tools through a

web-based platform.
These outputs will be beneficial for

e Jlocal, regional and national authorities by promoting the sustainability of marine
ecosystems;

e management agencies by enhancing their management toolbox;

e non-governmental organizations (NGOs) by improving their activities through
the suggested strategies; and

e citizens, as their involvement during the project will increase their

environmental awareness.

Project co-funded by the European Union and National Funds of the participating countries
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The transnational approach that will be used during the project will combine ecological
and genetic methodologies for the biodiversity assessment, as well as socio-economic
aspects, under the umbrella of a common DSS promoting joint policies and practices.
The protection and conservation of areas with high ecological and economical value
aims to harmonize the socio-economic and legal framework between the participating
countries, something which could not be achieved individually at a national level. The
design of new tools such as the DSS and the Handbook of management practices will be
developed through the combination of multidisciplinary methodologies targeting to
evaluate ecosystem quality and to promote the sustainable conservation of these
vulnerable and fragile ecosystems. During its implementation, RECONNECT project will
address consistently EU horizontal principles such as sustainable development, equal
opportunities and non-discrimination and equality between men and women. The
project's initial duration was 24 months, starting from 15 September 2017 and ending
on 14 September 2019. However, due to a number of reasons, RECONNECT project had
an approval of two duration extensions, and will now be completed on the 31st of

December 2020.

The project is separated into six Working Packages, namely (i) Project Management &
Coordination, (ii) Project Communication & Dissemination, (iii) Mapping and evaluating
of Marine Protected Areas and Natura 2000 habitats, (iv) Enriching management
toolbox with ecosystem connectivity-based instruments, (v) Citizen Science initiative:
Involving people in ecosystems restoration, and (vi) Decision Support System (DSS) for

the ecosystem management and sustainable development.

The transnational approach that will be used during the project will combine ecological
and genetic methodologies for the biodiversity assessment, as well as socio-economic
aspects, under the umbrella of a common DSS promoting joint policies and practices.
The protection and conservation of areas with high ecological and economical value
aims to harmonize the socio-economic and legal framework between the participating
countries, something which could not be achieved individually at a national level. The
design of new tools such as the DSS and the Handbook of management practices will be

3
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developed through the combination of multidisciplinary methodologies targeting to
evaluate ecosystem quality and to promote the sustainable conservation of these
vulnerable and fragile ecosystems. During its implementation, RECONNECT project will
address consistently EU horizontal principles such as sustainable development, equal

opportunities and non-discrimination and equality between men and women.

The study areas of the project include MPAs and Natura 2000 sites. One key study area
will be visited in each country (Greece, Cyprus, Albania, and Bulgaria). Specifically, the
regional marine park of northern Karpathos Saria and Astakidonision (GR4210003) will
be targeted in Greece; the MPA of Cape Greko (CY3000005) in Cyprus; the proposed
MPA and existing Coastal Protected Area (CPA) Ksamil Bay and Islands in Albania, and
the Natura 2000 site Gradina-Zlatna Ribka (BG0000146) in Bulgaria.

The Deliverable 2.2 ‘Open days Activities’ is one of the outcomes of WP2: Project
Communication & Dissemination. According to the Communication manual for the

RECONNECT Project, two Open day activities need to be organised in each country.

The scope of this deliverable is to present information on the events that were

carried out in Cyprus.

Cyprus (PP4, PP5)

The Department of Fisheries and Marine Research (DFMR) (PP5) and the Department of
Biological Sciences of the University of Cyprus (PP4), together with DFMR’s external
experts from Marine and Environmental Research (MER) Lab Ltd organised the three
Open day activity events in Cyprus. The 15t event was held during the Researcher’s Night
Event that was organized by the Research Promotion Foundation. on the 27-28th of
September 2018. The 2nd event was an open event about the Marine Environment that
was held at the Environmental Center of Cavo Greko on the 27th March 2019. The 3rd

event took place again during the Researcher’s Night Event, which was organized by the

4
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Research Promotion Foundation. on the 26-27th of September 2019. Finally, the
RECONNECT project was presented during participations in other events and

workshops.

2. CYPRUS OPEN-DAY ACTIVITY EVENTS

2.1.1 General information
The “Researcher’s Night” is an event organized by the Research Promotion Foundation
(RPF) in collaboration with academic and research institutions as well as other
organizations in Cyprus. The event is an initiative of the European Commission that
takes place simultaneously in almost all European countries, and funded under the

“Horizon 2020” Marie Sktodowska-Curie Action.

The 2018 event took place at the Lanitis Carob Mill Complex in Limassol on Thursday
27t and Friday, 28th of September 2018 (Fig.1). Numerous visitors had the opportunity
to enjoy a creative event dedicated to science and research, through experiments,
games, competitions and music. Organized visits of primary schools (students’ age 6-12
years old) were carried out on Thursday from 10:30 to 13:30. Organized visits of
secondary education schools (students’ age 13-18 years old) were carried out on Friday
from 10:30 to 13:30 while the event was open to the public on Friday from 17:00 to
00:00. Audiences of different ages had the opportunity to meet up with Cypriot
researchers and see their work, in a festive, friendly atmosphere. In each stand
researchers presented their work and informed the public about the role and
importance of research in the modern world as well as the practical applications of their
research results in everyday life. At the same time, participants had the opportunity to
engage in hands-on experiments. The Researcher’s Night agenda is presented in Figure

2.
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Figure 1. Poster prepared by the Research Promotion Foundation for the Researcher’s Night
event. (in Greek)

MPOrPAMMA
Népmtn 27/9
10:30 - 13:30 Diadpaocnikry ‘ExkBeon

+10:30- 13:30 Opyavwpéveg emokéelg oyoheiwy (Anpotika)
+10:30 & 12:00 AwadpaoTikd mapapwb (C27)
+11:00 Kuvrjyi Bnoavpou (A21)

Mapaokevr} 28/9
10:30 -13:30 Madpaonikr ExBeon
+10:30-13:30 Opyavwpéveg emoképelg oyoheiwv (Muuvdaia ket Avkea)
+11:00-12:00 Avowktr ouliinon: H Epeuva we emayyehpomkr kapiépa (C31)
17:00 - 00:00 Aadpactikr EkBeon
+17:00-19:00 Live Link pe o KANAAI 6 (B5)
«17:00-20:00 Awcyuwiopdg S-Factor (C32)
+18:00 & 20:00 Awadpactikéd mapapdb (C27)
+19:00 Kuvriyt Bnoaupot (A21)
+19:00-20:00 Hall of Famelab (C30a)
+20:00-20:20 ©farpo «[TPAZEQN IXEZEIZ» (C308)

20:30 Tehemr| BpaPevoewy (C30y)
+20:30- 20:45 Movoikr Napdotacn and ) xopwdia Amalgamation
Choir

+20:45-21:30 Tehetri anovopric BpaPeiov otov Apa Baoe Kapayiwpyn
Amnovouéc Bpafeiwv Saywviopiv QOITC ket S-Factor
+21:30-22:30 Aciwon (Cocktail Party “Meet and Greet”)

Figure 2. Researchers Night Agenda. (in Greek)

Project co-funded by the European Union and National Funds of the participating countries



Balkan-Mediterranean
RECONNECT

2.1.2 RECONNECT Information desk
The visitors had the opportunity to be informed about the RECONNECT project and its
tasks, and through interactive activities and games to learn more about the importance
of Posidonia oceanica, the associated species that are linked to Posidonia meadows and

the threats that the meadows are currently facing.

Figure 3. RECONNECT information desk (Photos MER Lab Ltd).

2.1.3 Informational material
A presentation was prepared about the RECONNECT project, converted to video and
was displayed in TV Screens together with videos on the marine environment of Cyprus.
The RECONNECT poster was placed on the wall so that visitors could watch it (Fig.4a).
Furthermore, informational material about the marine environment of Cyprus Posidonia
oceanica and other protected species such as monk seals were given to the visitors

(Fig.4b).

Project co-funded by the European Union and National Funds of the participating countries
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Figure 4. (a) RECONNECT poster and (b) information material (Photos MER Lab Ltd).

2.1.4 Posidonia oceanica aquarium and laboratory
A 500-litter aquarium with approximately 36 shoot fragments of P. oceanica, fixed at the
bottom layer of the tank was setup (Fig.5). Lighting was used to make the aquarium
more attractive towards the public. A multistage canister filter and an aerator pump
were used to filter out any suspended sediments and to oxygenate the water. Two 60 x
60 cm foam boards with Posidonia oceanica related pictures were attached to the

aquarium.

Furthermore, a laboratory tray (Fig.5) was placed at the front of the aquarium
displaying the adult, intermediate and juvenile leaves of a shoot, and fibrous balls
formed by P. oceanica detritus. Finally, a compilation of fascinating videos, photographs
and facts about the P. oceanica was prepared and displayed on a small computer screen

that was adjusted next to the aquarium.

Through this set-up, visitors were able to observe the seagrass alive, learn more about
its importance and threats, and observe some of the P. oceanica sampling techniques

used by researchers at the field, as well as at the lab.

Project co-funded by the European Union and National Funds of the participating countries
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Figure 5. Aquarium and laboratory trays with Posidonia oceanica shoots set up at the event
(Photos MER Lab Ltd).

2.1.5 Benthic marcofauna laboratory
A mini benthic macrofauna laboratory was set-up to inform visitors about the
procedures of sorting and identifying benthic macrofauna organisms that are associated
with P. oceanica meadows. Sediment with stained macrofauna organisms were placed in
sorting traces (Fig.6). The visitors were able to pick up the organisms and observed
them under a stereoscope (Fig.7). There were three stereoscopes available, one
connected by a camera to a TV monitor so that people were able to engage into an

interactive discussion about the systematic taxonomy of the species.

Project co-funded by the European Union and National Funds of the participating countries
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Figure 6. Mini benthic macrofauna laboratory (sorting and identification) (Photos MER Lab
Ltd.).

Figure 7. Visitors “working” at the mini benthic macrofauna laboratory (Photos MER Lab Ltd).

10
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2.1.6 Visitors highlights
Overall, the information desk attracted numerous people from various backgrounds and
age groups (Fig.8). Most of the visitors were keen to learn about the seagrass and
impressed by the ecosystem services that it provides. The visitors had the opportunity
to ask questions and share their concerns on several environmental issues related to the
marine environment. Some of the most frequently asked questions were “Why is P.
oceanica such an important species?”, “Why is it under protection?” and “What species
live in the P. oceanica meadows?”. It is worth noting that many visitors did not know
that P. oceanica is present in Cyprus. However, they realized after discussion that P.
oceanica is the ‘well-known’ dead brown plant (Posidonia banquettes) that can be found
at the beaches in the winter season. Treasure games were conducted with children at
which they had to complete that P. oceanica was the plant that took its name from the

god Poseidon, from Ancient Greece.

Figure 8. DFMR researchers interacting with the visitors and explaining the characteristics and
importance of Posidonia seagrass (Photos MER Lab Ltd).

11
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2.2.1 General information
On the 27t of March 2019, a 2 open day event for the marine environment was
organised by the DFMR and the Department of Biological Sciences, University of Cyprus,
with the assistance of MER Lab Ltd and AP Marine Environmental Consultancy Ltd

(DBS-UCY’s external expert) at the Environmental Center of Cavo Greko.

The agenda (Fig. 9) and the event was designed in such a way so that it included two
main parts. The first Part aimed to inform the participants about the RECONNECT
project and its actions. The second Part aimed to present the work of National and
European research projects relevant to the marine environment, that are indirectly
related to the RECONNECT project. All the presentations can be found here. Parallel
activities were also carried out during the coffee break at the Environmental Centre of
Cavo Greko and included: (i) Activities at the Cavo Greko Natural Trail and (ii)

Stereoscopic observation of marine organisms.

To facilitate with the organisation of the event, an online registration was developed

(Fig. 10). Furthermore, information material was given to the participants.

12
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Open day activity event for the marine environment at the
Environmental Centre of Cavo Greko

Agenda

8:30 -9:00 Registrations
9:00- 9:05 Welcome speeches
Mrs Marina Argyrou, Director of Department of Fsheries and Marine Research (DFMR)
9:05 - 9:20 Presenting the RECONNECT research project
Mrs Yiota Lazarou, Department of Biological Sciences, University of Cyprus
9:20 - 9:40 Information on the Cavo Greko protected area / Video
Mr. Chrysostomos Chrysostomou, Forestry Department
9:40 - 10:00 The marine environment of Cavo Gkreko (RECONNECT)
Dr. Demetris Kletou, DFMR's external expert
Marine and Environmental Research (MER) Lab Ltd
Citizen Science involvement in monitoring the marine environment of Cavo
Greko (RECONNECT)
Mr. Antonis Petrou, UCY's external expert
AP Marine Environmental Consultancy Ltd
10:30 - 10:40 Discussion

10:40~11:40 Coffee break

Part A: RECONNECT

10:00 - 10:30

Parallel Activities of the Environmental Centre of Cavo Greko

* Observation of marine organisms in stereoscopes (laboratory)

* Activities at the Cavo Greko Natural Trail (identification of plant, birds and terrestrial
invertebrate organisms)

11:40-12:00 Cetacean survey along the Cypriot coasts
Mr. Savvas Michalides , Department of Fisheries and Marine Research

12:00-12:20 LIFE EUROTURTLES: Collective actions for improving the conservation
status of the EU sea turtle populations
Mrs Melina Marcou, Department of Fisheries and Marine Research

12:20-12:40 Andikat: Diving Routes in Marine Protected Areas of the Eastern Mediterranean -
Development of Diving Tourism Network
Mrs Eleni Nikita, Department of Fisheries and Marine Research

12:40 - 13:00 RELIONMED LIFE: Preventing a LIONfish invasion in the MEDiterranean through
early response and targeted Removal
Dr. Niki Chartosia, Department of Biological Sciences, University of Cyprus
13:00-13:20 MELTEMI: Wind against marine litter
Dr. Maria Rousou, Department of Fisheries and Marine Research
13:20-13:30 Discussion
End of event / Certificates
Light lunch

Part B: Marine Research Projects

/\

|/ 2 AU | Univessety of Cypo VA
hchnfr“/’ﬁm Y <] I @ i ke

PrOJect co-funded by the European Union and National Funds of the pamcupatmg countries

Figure 9. Open day activity event agenda.
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Invitation to an Open day event for the
marine environment

TR
Invitation to an Open day event for the o s

marine environment

Ovopa (Name)

210 mAaioto vAonoinang Tou npoypdppatog RECONNECT (https:/reconnect.hemr.gr/) mou
ouyxpnuatodoteitat anoé to INTERREG Balkan — Mediterranean, To Tpfpa AAleiag kat Oahacotwy
Epeuviyv (TAGE) kat To Tprpa BloAoyikwy Emiotnpwy tou Naveruotnpiov Kunpou, Stopyavwvouv Opyaviopag/ Eruystpon (Affilistion) *
nUEpPida evnpEPWONG Tov Kovou yia To Bakdooto meptBaiiov tng Kumpou. H npepida Ba
SiegaxBei Ty Tetaptn otig 27/03/2019 petagd 8.30-14.00 oo NepiBalroviikd Kévipo Tou

/ /. r
Kapo Mkpexo (hitps://goo.gl/maps/2fGidkbosKm). otan (Position)
As part of the implementation of the RECONNECT project (https://reconnect.hcmr.gr/) that is
funded by the Interreg Balkan - Mediterranean, the Department of Fisheries and Marine Research
(DFMR) and the Department of Biological Sciences, University of Cyprus are organising an open day Ao (Phone)
event to inform the public about the marine environment of Cyprus. The open-day activity event will
take place on Wednesday 27/03/2019 between 8:30 -14:00 at the Environmental Center of Cavo
Greko (https://goo.gl/maps/2Gi3kbosKm).

HhekTpovikn Alebguvan (Email Address) *

nerrey - Regional cooperation for the E”@ rAwoaa enikotvwviag (Spoken Language) *
Bakan-Mediterranean transnational ecosystem sustainable development B -
O Exdnvuc (Gresk)
O Avydwa (English)
O =
Mapaxah) 6TwE eMBEBALICETE TN TUUPETOXN 00C BEXOL
EMNOMENO 26/3/2019 (Please verify your participation by the 26/3/2019) *

© naicrEs)

v
Figure 10. Online registration for the participants was enabled through google forms.

An email invitation was sent to the stakeholders. The invitation included the following
description: “As part of the implementation of the RECONNECT project
(https://reconnect.hcmr.gr/) that is funded by the Interreg Balkan - Mediterranean, the

Department of Fisheries and Marine Research (DFMR) and the Department of Biological
Sciences, University of Cyprus are organising an open day event to inform the public about
the marine environment of Cyprus. The open-day activity event will take place on
Wednesday 27/03/2019 between 8:30-14:00 at the Environmental Center of Cavo Greko
(https://goo.gl/maps/2fGi3kbosKm).”

DFMR, DBS-UCY, MER Lab Ltd. and AP Marine disseminated the event with posts in the

social media, websites and the press (Table 1).

14
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Table 1. Dissemination of the event to the public.

Websites and | Cpaweio TUTTOU KOL TTANPOQOP LWV
Tuua Aleioc kot OQaddooiwv Epsuvav

ress )

p Larnaca Voice
University of Cyprus

Social media Cyclamen Project

Reconnect BMP project

Relionmed-Life

GreenCyprus

Marine and Environmental Research - MER Lab
AP Marine Environmental Consultancy Ltd

2.2.2 Registrations
The registration of participants started before the event and dissemination material was

given to the public (Fig. 11).

Figure 11. Banners of the RECONNECT project and other marine related projects, were placed
at the entrance. Registration and informational materials provided to the participants (Photos
MER Lab Ltd.).

15
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https://www.facebook.com/relionmed/?ref=search&__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARCLjJUFSnEag4o22WLmTq69AV3xM4wjB_p117nB41Tp398sL4B6Ilu--9SF6PXzVecZZC9Y3PDO5Yj7
https://www.facebook.com/GreenSustainableCyprus/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARC7boBAfYvatwoTjKpJAda_3dmR_-zZOS-ZIwOwpHG_M7xvP7KCRg4pL0Kh-mMkbsxn2uFRQBJdFriI&hc_ref=ARSMJt0Kgu55zj0oUOcDcsQXh-Wc_X9MmsYlQseyqzJ9bgKVd5QP9ZE9u0_sNOKJpfg&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAFFEW6PATqG5F2BSErZ6bVDoMX-cS2Mdik55b222cQALU2pMRfRkCM348FoWn_Nm4g-TUjCa8pNP8sJqqC2SpZXdQwyOgygPptFIusFomM7RVN4XIXB4VbLQpK6nER1A5apI0Sh8mgsbuKqhGwQ3exH8xdiNKLgZBXCj12teNMIe2LdIf_jgDeflZlcQP2Npr_AdaLDpDegCGQteyD7CxpADAv5UCde6fy04iYLNbUde_1Yfk_q5EfSDSWwlbSUHOHUTcthVwKIEryrYkBhas9ZvzWQqQgXHMud4HH8uKAMhsOQ-Gxa2y4JefkyylAMy_0Hh7cSA223WQuPYsqHNaSWubY6P-eqRnrUtsY16xUEIFbALARwCJYejRZzjtbzHJ1II1-WnJUzrymdtzgkhAq8w-PXnNOW7uhhFMILsqy8kUQH10eelcG64V5eYNpjm4WG0YmOxvQH_g
https://www.facebook.com/MarineResearchCyprus/?ref=search&__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARAjJ86PdfD_sBEcVXz77igu1jMFnC7UAZH3zWFIqbVWH4a471chZ6kB0AxCCudYgV6xeprAhb-YAd9H
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2.2.3 Welcome speech and presentations
The Director of DFMR, Mrs Marina Argyrou (Fig. 12), welcomed the participants to the

event. Brief information on each of the presentations is provided below.

Figure 12. Mrs Marina Argyrou, Director of DFMR gave a welcoming speech and opened the
event (Photo MER Lab Ltd).

2.2.4 Part A: RECONNECT Project

1. Presenting the RECONNECT research project

Mrs Yiota Lazarou from the Department of Biological Sciences, University of Cyprus
presented the RECONNECT project, its main objectives and findings up to that date, and
following activities of the project (Fig. 13).
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Figure 13. Mrs Yiota Lazarou from the Department of Biological Sciences, University of Cyprus
presented the RECONNECT project (Photos MER Lab Ltd).

2. Information on the Cavo Greko protected area/ Video

Mr. Chrysostomos Chrysostomou from the Forestry Department informed the
participants about the Cavo Greko protected area and the Environmental Center of Cavo
Greko and a video presenting the historical and the ecological characteristics of the area

was shown to the audience (Fig. 14).

Figure 14. Mr. Chrysostomos Chrysostomou from the Forestry Department presented
information about Cavo Greko (Photos MER Lab Ltd).
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3. The marine environment of Cavo Greko (RECONNECT)

Dr Demetris Kletou, DFMR’s external expert from the Marine and Environmental
Research (MER) Lab Ltd. gave a speech about the marine environment of Cavo Greko
(Fig. 15). The presentation included information on marine habitat types according to
the Habitat Directive 92/43/EEC found in Cavo Greko, and the results of a research
project, DFMR tender, that monitored the marine species of the area for two years; with
a focus on alien species A brief introduction was given on the RELIONMED project, a
LIFE project that aims to tackle the lionfish invasion in focal areas of Cyprus, including
Cavo Greko. Emphasis was given to the field and laboratory work was implemented up
to that date, as part of the RECONNECT project including: biodiversity assessment,
marine litter assessment, P. oceanica demography assessment, and the collection of

samples of water, sediment and macrofauna for three sites in the Cavo Greo area.
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Figure 15. Dr Demetris Kletou, Marine & Environmental Research (MER) Lab, presented
information about the marine environment of Cavo Greko (Photos MER Lab Ltd).

4. Citizen Science involvement in monitoring the marine environment

of Cavo Greko (RECONNECT)

Mr. Antonis Petrou, UCY’s external expert from AP Marine Environmental Consultancy
Ltd, gave a presentation on how the Citizen Science involvement can help with the
monitoring of the marine environment of Cavo Greko (Fig. 16). It included among others

information about the Cavo Greko area and how citizens (divers) can assist in the
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monitoring of P. oceanica growth in the permanent quadrats that were set in soft

substrates.

Figure 16. Mr Antonis Petrou, AP Marine Environmental Consultancy Ltd, presented the citizen

science aspect of RECONNECT project (Photos MER Lab Ltd).

5. Discussions

Following the completion of part A, an open discussion was held about the project. The
participants asked questions such as when would they be expected to participate in the
citizen science activities and if any seminars like the one held will be organized in the
future. There was also a discussion on the recent establishment of MPAs in Cyprus and

the increasing number of alien species’ sightings in these areas.

2.2.5 Part B: Other Research Projects related to the marine environment

1. Cetacean survey along the Cypriot coasts
Mr. Savvas Michalides from the DFMR presented the results of the Cetacean survey that
was carried out along the Cypriot coasts, in order to assess their population and identify

possible impacts (Fig. 17). Finally, a video produced from footage collected during the
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cetaceans’ surveys was presented. The survey has an indirect link to the RECONNECT
Project as cetaceans were sighted near the Cavo Greko area as part of the sampling

surveys carried out.

2008 estiomated 16,500 striped dolphies slong central Spanish
o).

« Laron ot . (2017 estinstnd 455,000 common and striped dolphins in Bay of
iscay (282,000 k).

Figure 17. Mr. Savvas Michalides from DFMR, presented the cetacean surveys (Photos MER Lab
Ltd).

2. LIFE EUROTURTLES: Collective actions for improving the

conservation status of the EU sea turtle populations
Ms Melina Marcou from the DFMR presented the LIFE EUROTURTLES project (Fig. 18).
The project aims to improve the Conservation Status of two sea turtle priority species by
increasing awareness about the species, providing mitigation of threats at nesting sites,

increasing rehabilitation capacity and reducing the impact of ghost gear in turtles. The

LIFE EUROTURTLES project has an indirect link to the RECONNECT Project as Cavo
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Greko is a nesting site for these sea turtles and if found injured, they are transferred to
the Meneou Center for treatments and rehabilitation. More information on the project

can be found here.

Thank you
for you attention

Figure 18. Ms. Melina Marcou from DFM.R, presented the EUROTURTLES project (Photos MER
Lab Ltd).
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3. Andikat: Diving Routes in Marine Protected Areas of the Eastern

Mediterranean - Development of Diving Tourism Network
Ms Eleni Nikita from the DFMR presented the Andikat Project (Fig. 19). The project is
funded by Interreg Mediterranean. It aims to develop diving tourism and promotion of
best practices in diving routes in protected areas. The Andikat project has an indirect
link to the RECONNECT Project as they both deal with citizen science and diving

tourism. More information on the project can be found here.

ETOULPLKO IXNpa

> 5
LB
Figure 19. Ms. Eleni Nikita, from DFMR presenting Andikat (Photos MER Lab Ltd).
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4. RELIONMED-LIFE: Preventing a LIONfish invasion in the

MEDiterranean through early response and targeted Removal
Dr Niki Chartosia from the Department of Biological Sciences, University of Cyprus,
presented the RELIONMED LIFE project (Fig. 20). The project aims to study the biology
and ecology of the lionfish populations, create surveillance and early detection system
and develop removal action teams for coordinated and opportunistic removal of lionfish
around Cyprus. The RELIONMED-LIFE project has an indirect link to the RECONNECT
Project as it focused at Cavo Greko where lionfish seems to proliferate. More

information on the project can be found here.

Figure 20 Dr Niki Chartosia from UCY presenting RELIONMED (Photos MER Lab Ltd).

5. MELTEMI: Wind against marine litter
Dr Maria Rousou from the DFMR presented the MELTEMI project (Fig. 21). MELTEMI is
also an Interreg V-B Balkan-Mediterranean 2014-2020 project that promotes the
cooperation between four countries: Albania, Bulgaria, Greece and Cyprus in a joint
effort against marine litter. The overall objective of the MELTEMI project is along with

the assessment of marine litter in beaches to enhance the legal framework and the
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capacity of public authorities, stakeholders and the society on mitigating marine litter

pollution.

Through a series of interconnected actions, MELTEMI foresees the active engagement of
the society and key-stakeholders by informing, educating, training and networking them
with reference to an evidence-based policy assessment framework for marine litter.
MELTEMTI’s approach is based on the creation of a transnational network among GR, CY,
BG and AL where coastal marine litter will be assessed and global best practices and
tools will be reviewed, in order to be country-specific. With the active participation of
stakeholders, MELTEMI aims to propose National and Transnational Action Plans for

the reduction of marine litter.

The MELTEMI project has an indirect link to the RECONNECT Project as the marine
litter survey assessments were also carried out in Cavo Greko. More information on the

project can be found here.

Figure 21. Dr Maria Rousou, from DFMR who facilitated the organisation of the event and

presented the MELTEMI project (Photo MER Lab Ltd).

2.2.6 Parallel Activities
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During the coffee break parallel activities were carried out at the Environmental Centre
of Cavo Greko. These included: (i) Activities at the Cavo Greko Natural Trail by the staff
of the Cavo Greko Environmental Center (identification of plants, birds and terrestrial
invertebrate organisms) by giving to the audience guides and materials for

identification of the key species of the fauna and flora of the region and (ii) Observation

in stereoscopes of marine organisms at the laboratory that were collected in the area as

part of the RECONNECT Project (Fig. 22).
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Figure 22. Parallel activities during the coffee break at the Environmental Centre of Cavo Greko:
Activities at the Cavo Greko Natural Trail (Left) and Observation of marine organisms in
stereoscopes (Right) (Photos MER Lab Ltd).

The 2019 event took place at the Filoxenia Centre in Nicosia, on Thursday 26t, and
Friday, 27th of September 2019 (Fig.23). As in 2018, numerous visitors had the
opportunity to be informed on science and research, through experiments, games,
competitions and music. Organized visits of primary schools (students’ age 6-12 years
old) were carried out on Thursday from 10:00 to 13:30. Organized visits of secondary
education schools (students’ age 13-18 years old) were carried out on Friday from
10:00 to 13:30 while the event was open to the public on Friday from 17:00 to 00:00.
Audience of different ages had the opportunity to meet up with Cypriot researchers and
see their work, in a festive, friendly atmosphere. In each stand researchers presented
their work and informed the public about the role and importance of research in the
modern world as well as the practical applications of their research results in everyday
life. At the same time, participants had the opportunity to engage in hands-on

experiments. The Researcher’s Night agenda is presented in Figure 24.
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HUMAN FEVOLUTION

EYNTONIETHE YMNO THN AIMAA

LAPYMA H exiifilooon ouysp npomedorsim and w Npdypoppa
EPEYNAZX KAl yu'Ep evva . Kovoropia Opiovmg 2020 EE,
KAINCTOMIAZ oo nbaiow Tou Epyou Ap. B183S

o

Figure 23. Poster prepared by the Research Promotion Foundation for the Researcher’s Night
event. (in Greek)
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Méuntn 26/09

10:00 - 13:30 Opyavwpéveg enOKEYPELS oxoreiwv [(Anpotikd)
10:00 - 13:30 Beatpkn MNapdataon «T a1 otov MnAe Kdkho»

[yia oxoheia)

Mapaokeun 27/09

Mpwivé uépog g EkSnAwong

10:00 - 13:30 Opyavwpéveg emokéyelg oxoieiwv [MTupvdoia kat Adkea)
10:00 - 11:00 Bzatpkn MNapdotaon «Ta&ibL otov MnAe Kikho»

[yia oxoheia)

11:00-12:00 Avowkth oulhtnon: H épguva we enayyehpatikn Kapiépa

Anoyeupativé pépog g EKBRAwong
17:00 - 24:00 Awbpaotkn ExkBeon

17:00 - 19:00 Live Link pe 1o RADIO SFERA
17:00 - 19:30 Awywwiopdc S-Factor & STEAME

18:00 - 19:30 Beatpkn MNapdotaon «TagibL otov MnAe Kikho»

19:30 Tehet BpaBeloewv

» Mouaikd bpcwpevo pe v Auyn Xatinnaulou

* Anovour) BpaBeicwv and tov Evriyo Yraoupyd OiKovouikwv
K. Xdpn lewpyrdbn (@OITL), S-FACTOR, STEAME]

21:30 -22:30 Ae€iwon

["Meet and Greet” & MSCA Poster Exhibition)

21:30 -22:30 Live music 'Researchers Unplugged'

Figure 24. Researchers Night Agenda. (in Greek)

Bpec avalutiké xdptn
oto niow pEPOS

The visitors had the opportunity to be informed about the RECONNECT project and its

tasks, and through interactive activities and games to learn more about the importance

the native and alien species, including the Lionfish, that can be found in Cavo Greko area,

as well as all around the Cypriot coasts (Fig. 25).
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ZENIKA VS TOMIKA BAAALLIA EIAH

Naveniotpio Konpou - Tpnpa Aheiag kat Bahaooiwv Epsuvaov &
Tunpa Biohoywkwyv Enotnpwy, University of Plymouth, Marine and
Environmental Research Lab Ltd & Enalia Physis Environmental
Research Centre

ra

Mapia Pouoou, ZaBBa¢ MwxanAibng, Kwvortavtivog Avicwowvidsng, MeAiva
Mdpkou, NikéAa¢ MxanAibng, MNeora Aaddpou, Nikn Xaptdowa, Eparwy
NioAdou, Avvera lNuAn, Xpwotiva MxanA, MadAog AinAgpog, Zndpog
Xpevboupdknc, MNMepwAn¢ KAeitou, Anuntpn¢ Keitou, Mapia Xpiotou,
XapdAaunog Aviwviou, Aoudng Xar¢niwdwvou, Carlos Jimenez, @wrtewvn
Marodpa, lwdvvng ZdBBa

Eoeig yvwpilete yiata Eevikad €ibn kal nwg autd grdvouv oto vnoi pag; Moleg
eival oL emintwoelg otn BaAdoowa Blonowhdétnta Kal ota tonikd BaAdoola
€ibn; AvakaAoyte padi pagta Eevikd €ibn mg Kunpou, péow dpacmplotnwwv
Kal nawwvidiav, yapeloviag Baidoowa anoppippata h napampwviag Bahkdo-
oloug opyavigpoUg oto otepeookonto. MapdAnia, péoa and BivieonpoBoAég
HaBete yia ta Eevikd, al\d kal Ta Tonkd [autdxBova) €i6n kal To ouvexnh ayw-
va Toug yla npogappoyn kat entBiwan. EAdte va &eite oto evubpeio pag 1o
Eeviko Aeovidyapo (Lionfish) to onoio éxel e§aniwBei eup€wg otnv Kdnpo,
ToUuG Tpdénoug anopddkpuvong Tou and t Balacoa, ald Kal g XpAoeLs Tou
and tov dvBpwno.

Figure 25. Description of the information center.

Asin 2019, video projections of the RECONNECT project and the marine environment of
Cyprus were presented. The RECONNECT poster as well as the Citizens Science poster
was placed on the wall so that visitors will see it. Informational material on the Project,
the Citizens Science, marine environment of Cyprus, Posidonia oceanica and other
protected species such as monk seals were given to the visitors regarding the marine
environment. Furthermore, the RECONNECT t-shirts, cotton bags, hats, pens and citizen

science posters ordered by DBS-UCY were also given to the visitors.
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CO NNECT - Regional cooperation for the
national ecosystem sustainable development.

CONNECT THE LINES TO PROTECT

ARINE LIFE
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AnAnmpuisews dkavBeg... n AMYNA tou!
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Figure 26. Visitors at the event (Photos Maria Rousou).
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The RECONNECT project was presented in various other events and workshops in Cyprus.

Some of the events are presented below:

3rd Age Environmental Group in Limassol

e Place: Limassol

e Date: 28 January 2019

e Type: Seminar

e Organisers: 3rdAge

Environmental Group

Workshop on “Conservation of Biodiversity and Management of the Natura 2000

network - Challenges and Good Practices in Greece and Cyprus”

Place: Nicosia

Date: 7 February 2019

Type: Workshop

Organisers:

1st Environmental Festival 2019

Place: Larnaca

ol
. *’fy, g oee
18y 'f KYPIAKH 07 AMPIAIQY 10:00-17:00

rhe B%haz

Date: 7t of April 2019

Type: Festival

Organisers: EF-EM station
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e Place: European University of

Cyprus, Nicosia

e Date: 13th May 2019

e Type: Festival bt i) :::':mmy

® flokmend Kivipo

e Organisers: European

University of Cyprus, Go Green

042 Lpwpenic nipabboos
EUC, Inquire in Science and i
. e Lo ek oy
Math Education Research ) -
o e g g
Group, Terra Cypria D | Fmt e kiroos § B A,
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Lecture at the Department of Biological Science of the European University of

Cyprus

e Place: European University of

Cyprus, Nicosia

e Date: 13th May 2019

e Type: Lecture

e Organisers: European

University of Cyprus

o Place: Zygi Fisheries Shelter

e Date: 31st August 2019

o Type: Festival

e Organisers: Community

Council of Zygi

C
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Place: Thalassa museum, Ayia

Napa, Cyprus

Date: 25 September 2019

Type: Workshop

Organisers: Department of
Environment, Ministry of

Agriculture, Rural Development

and the Environment, and

UNEP-MAP
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Date: 09 April 2020
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